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of Ty Caws, allowed us to share wonderful tastes,
interesting information and excellent company. The
Magic Show with Magician Steve Price was
“amazing” with so many clever tricks that baffled and
entertained us. Thank you, Stuart for organising
them.
I was delighted to accept, on your behalf, invitations
from other Livery Companies. These began with a
ZOOM Common Hall, Installation and Banquet with
the Engineers’ Company. The next event was an
invitation from the Pewter’s Company to attend
“Pewter Live”, I also very much enjoyed the
Arbitrators’ Company Virtual Royal Charter Supper.
Dear Liverymen,
I hope you all continue to be safe and well. Thank
you all for your good wishes and support that allows
us to continue to make excellent progress.
I would like to update you on current successes and
our plans in these changing times.
In terms of virtual social events three further
excellent Talking Heads sessions have taken place.
In April, Karen Jones and Sue Thomas allowed us a
fascinating insight into Karen’s glittering career and
impressive travel overseas. In May, Harold Burrows
and Andrew Richards were in conversation and we
heard inspiring stories about Harold’s life of service
that saw much change. Harold was exceptional in his
voluntary work for young people and with those in
need of help. This month it was the turn of Simon
Holt in discussion with Ivor Chesnutt. Simon shared
the story of a life full of exciting overseas
experiences, military medical service and top
achievements in the world of surgery. I would like to
thank you all on behalf of the audiences who very
much enjoyed these sessions. I would also like to
thank PM Geoff Hughes for his humorous and
insightful votes of thanks
We were delighted to enjoy two further brilliant virtual
evenings. The Cheese Tasting, led by Owen Davies

The Rt Honorable Lord Mayor of the City of London,
William Russell made a ‘virtual tour’ of Cardiff and
asked for a ZOOM meeting with the Master and
Clerk. We gave a Power Point presentation about the
Company and looked at future possibilities for
interaction. These include an ‘Outwith Company’
event in November, our Athenaeum event on
November 19th and our participation in ‘London
Welsh Week’ in March 2022. Congratulations to PM
Geoff Hughes in securing further matched funding
with the Haberdashers, this proved of great interest
to the Lord Mayor (a CA of the Haberdasher’
Company). It was an enjoyable and productive
meeting.
I was very pleased to be asked to present our first
Silver Jubilee Award to Keira McNalty (after some
great work by the selection group). A recent update
from Keira about her work with Asylum Seekers
confirms that she was a worthy Award winner. She

has a place on a TEFL course and will also attend
the Geneva Academy for a training course. She is
planning an interesting photojournalism project
based in Cardiff.
Our Service Committees continue to be the
foundation for all that we do. I have been delighted to
attend them and continue to be impressed and very
grateful for all that is being achieved. My thanks to
the hard-working Chairs and Committee Members.
The last Court meeting confirmed two appointments.
We were pleased to welcome Robert Forster as our
new Beadle and applauded his kind words about his
wonderful predecessor, Bipin Pitrola. Court also
unanimously approved the appointment of PM
Graeme Morgan as Chair of the Awards Committee.

Finally, there is a full article below, but I do want to
say how delighted I was that we were able to hold
our first face to face event since February 2019. This
was our Garden Party in Usk Castle, and of course
we were blessed with glorious weather. I very much
want to express my thanks to the many kind helpers
who made the whole event possible. These include
Stuart Castledine, Simon Holt, his son Ashton, my
wonderful Steward Sue Thomas and our Clerk
Christopher Dale. One kind email summed it up
"Congratulations and many thanks for yesterday’s
highly successful and delightful Garden Party. It was
beautifully arranged in a most glorious setting. The
lively buzz proved just how much we were all
enjoying ourselves. I hope the first of many happy
events to come as the restrictions are eased”.

Turning to forthcoming Calendar Events, we continue
to be in discussion with City Hall and, unfortunately,
it is not possible to hold a face-to-face event on the
3rd of July. HOWEVER. You will have had the calling
notice for a virtual “Installation Celebration Supper”
that evening. I do hope you can join us for what
promises to be a sparkling evening. We will begin
with a recorded video address by the Lord Mayor of
the City of London, followed by a short presentation
by our wonderful Achievement Award winner Dr
Sabrina Hatton Cohen. We will share good company,
a musical interlude and food and wine of your choice.

I can only echo that sentiment and will do my best to
make our transition a safe and happy one.

City Hall have offered us an alternative date of
August 1st for a Summer Banquet Celebration. I
would be very grateful for expressions of interest for
this event

I was very pleased and honoured to have heard from
our first Lady Master, offering her good wishes for
my year.

The Lecture at Caernarfon Castle Museum is going
ahead (August 20th). The Garden Party at St Asaph
on the 21st August is also confirmed. Calling notices
will follow in due course.
Belfast is confirmed as the 12th - 14th September
(Calling Notice already sent out). Other September
and October events are detailed in the latest
Calendar.
Please note that the lecture and dinner at the
Athenaeum will now take place on Friday 19th
November (not the 3rd November) and the Art
Auction will now be on October 22nd
Preparations are in hand to offer a Loyal Address on
HM the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on February 6th,
2022
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Thank you all so much for your help.

Kathy
Dr Kathy Seddon, Master of the Worshipful Livery
Company of Wales

THE MASTER’S YEAR 2001-2002

Mrs M E Owen MBE, DL (Molly) is a remarkable
woman who has had a brilliant career and was an
outstanding Master in 2001/2. Molly very kindly
agreed to write an article about her year as Master
and it is a fascinating read. A huge amount was
accomplished, and the standing of the Welsh Livery
Guild (now Company) was greatly enhanced by all
that she did. Molly began our first publication ’The
Liveryman', and it is therefore hugely appropriate that
we now recognise all that she did as our First Lady
Master in its successor 'The Welsh Livery Bulletin'.
Thank you Molly for taking the time to share this
wonderful article with us.

Kathy
Dr Kathy Seddon, Master of the Worshipful Livery
Company of Wales

THE FIRST LADY MASTER OF THE
WORSHIPFUL LIVERY COMPANY OF
WALES

On extending warmest congratulations to Liveryman
Kathy Seddon on her recent installation as our 4th
Lady Master I was honoured to be asked to write an
article for the Bulletin outlining my year as the 1st
Lady Master.
At that time the Livery Company of Wales was
known as the Welsh Livery Guild. During 2001 I
became aware that we did not have regular
communication with the members, so with the
assistance of John Cosslett of the Western Mail, I
spent some time concentrating on the preparation of
the first publication which was originally known as
THE WELSH LIVERYMAN. The front cover was
proudly highlighted with a photograph taken on 23rd
July 2001 of Past Master Garth James presenting
His Royal Highness Prince Charles with a Deed of
Appointment after the Installation of the Prince as the
Guild’s first Royal Freeman.
Also the first newsletter marked the 10-year
milestone of the Guild which was an additional
reason why I considered it important that the event
should be marked with a publication for members to
disseminate information, and act as a recruitment
tool – vital to increasing the strength of the Welsh
Livery. At that time the Guild consisted mainly of
male members and it was made clear to me that I
should aim to attract more ladies into membership.
It was the start of a very busy year in which Claude
Evans was appointed as our Clerk, so we were both
on a learning curve!
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My installation took place at the Temple of Peace in
October 2001 which was the start of a very busy
programme with our members. The first event was
the Court Ladies Dinner which took place in
November at which ladies of previous Court
Members were invited. This was followed in the
same month by the Guild Lecture then the Annual
Carol Service was held at St John’s Church in
December. As we embarked on 2002 there were
several functions to include members. This
commenced with Common Hall at Bridgend followed
by a Members’ Evening at Techniquest Cardiff,
shortly afterwards an Industrial visit to BA
Maintenance and Biomet at Bridgend, then a very
successful Away Weekend at Llangollen, followed by
the Annual Banquet at Cardiff Castle in June which
included Livery Masters from other companies, - later
a Musical Evening and Supper at the Royal Welsh
College of Music and Drama - and finally the
Master’s Picnic at the National Botanic Garden of
Wales.
During this period in my capacity as Master I
represented the Guild at many functions in various
locations which provided the opportunity to further
the Livery in its widest sense. I accepted invitations
to meet the Captains and crew of two Naval Ships,
HMS Sutherland and HMS Cardiff. In May I was
welcomed at the Information Technologists Business
Luncheon in London at which I met the Governor of
the Bank of England who was the Guest Speaker.
Later in order to make the best of the Away weekend
at Llangollen I travelled further north to Colwyn Bay
to present the Livery Catering Award at Llandrillo
College.
As many dignitaries had been invited, this was
another opportunity to advertise the aims and
objectives of the Welsh Livery Guild to people in
North Wales.
In May 2002 there was a unique experience when I
welcomed the American Astronaut Commander Mark
Kelly to Cardiff to meet Liverymen and their guests
and speak on his experiences in Space having
piloted Space Shuttle Endeavour to the International
Space Station 5 months earlier. This visit was a
result of our Guild sponsoring two teams in the
International Space School Educational Trust’s for
Welsh Schools. The winners went to Cape Kennedy
and Houston.
Then in June I was invited to The Mansion House
London as a guest of the Scientific Instrument
Makers Company where the presence of the Welsh

Livery Guild was highlighted in the Master’s Speech.
As a result this attracted a new Member who until
then had not been aware that there was a Livery in
Wales! Two days later it was The WLG Golden
Jubilee Celebration Banquet which was to mark the
50 years reign of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth. As
Master of the Livery Guild, I sent a letter to Her
Majesty stating that we were dedicating the Banquet
to mark the Golden Jubilee of Her Reign. A personal
letter was received by return in which Her Majesty
stated that she hoped our work would be fully
recognised during the Jubilee year.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW BEADLE

The Banquet proved to be a great success and was
supported by 264 Liverymen and their guests, in the
company of the Shrewsbury Drapers and Past
Masters from 19 other Liveries in England.
As the year progressed, I was invited to represent
the Guild at the French Ambassador’s residence at
Kensington Palace Gardens for the Bastille Day
celebrations, where I met several Members of the
House of Lords.
In September 25 Liverymen made Guild history by
actively participating in a country walk for the
Charitable Trust which was organised to raise funds
for the Guild’s objectives and to provide grants to
deserving young people.
Throughout the year, I Chaired the bi-monthly
meetings of the Court and General Purposes
Committee at which the business activities of the
Guild were dealt with sensitively and responsibly and
in consultation with the four main Committees who
reported to the Court. Also I Chaired Trustees
Meetings.
As I conclude this article after 28 year’s as a Member
of the Livery Company, I must say that my year’s
experience as Master was one without parallel.

Molly E Owen MBE DL
Past Master

My Chambers dictionary describes a beadle as a
mace bearer. It describes a mace as a metal or
metal-headed war-club …. usually ornamented staff
carried as a mark of authority. The ornamental staff
description is more appropriate in this instance!
For Liverymen not familiar with our mace, if you have
a copy, turn to page 37 of the June 2014 book to
commemorate the granting of the Royal Charter as
Bipin Pitrola led the procession from St. John’s
Church to the City Hall. On page 21 of that Royal
Charter book is a fitting memorial photograph of
Bipin.
Bipin Pitrola carried out his duties as beadle with
great dignity and quiet efficiency and is sadly missed.
I feel honoured and delighted to be asked to take on
the role which Bipin did so well, and look forward to
providing the Court with the authority of the mace.
In my career I spent 29 years in the manufacture of
implantable orthopaedic devices: hips, knees,
elbows, shoulders and trauma equipment. It was a
pleasure in 2002 to host the well attended Livery
industrial visit to the Biomet factory in Bridgend.
I became a Liveryman in 1995, and have enjoyed
active participation in many Livery events, and was
on the Court for some years. During that time, I was
also a Trustee of the Charitable Trust. Another role
which I have enjoyed is that of toastmaster at
WLCoW banquets.
I look forward to my continued involvement in the
role of beadle.

Bob Forster
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VIRTUAL CHEESE TASTING EVENING AND
THE MAGIC SHOW EVENING

Twenty Liverymen and guests participated in a virtual
cheese tasting event. The five varied and carefully
selected 200gm packs were delivered to participants’
homes. The choice of cheeses were all Welsh in
origin and provided by Cardiff based cheese expert
“Owen Davies the Cheeses Man” from Ty Caws. The
cheeses selected for tasting were: Brefu Bach, Mrs
Bells Blue, Truffle Gloucester, Isle of Mull Cheddar
and Alpencheddar.
The amazing virtual Magic and Illusionist show
presented by Magic Circle member Steve Price was
also a resounding success. He is one of the UK's
busiest and most established magicians. He is a
Gold Star Member of the Inner Magic Circle, a past
Secretary of The Magic Circle and he has also won
The Magic Circle’s Originality prize. His performance
was live and interactive and despite the camera
being just a few feet away it was difficult to work out
how he performed them. He performed card tricks,
vanishing illusions, water tricks and tore a
newspaper into small pieces and impossibly
reassembled it again perfectly!

Have any Bric a Brac? We will collect and put it on
Ebay for the Charity.

Know any Talented young Musicians who could join
our Concert programme?

Want a ticket for the David Hurn lucky draw?

Have any art or Photos to contribute to the October
Auction?

Both events were organized by SW Stuart Castledine
and we record our thanks for these two successful
events.

CHARITABLE EVENTS COMMITTEE

PLEASE CONTACT:
charity@liverycompanywales.cymru

The Chair of the Charitable Events Committee Simon
Holt wants to know if you ……
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Do you want to help talented young people in Wales?
• Have you got a birthday, anniversary or festival
coming up and want to avoid unwanted gifts?
• Just won the lottery and want to give away some
money?
• Want to reduce your inheritance tax?
• Want to reduce your payments to HMRC by oneoff or regular donations to charity?
• Just feeling generous?
• Remember the WLCoW is pleased to receive
donations through the website
liverycompanywales/cymru Click the ‘donate’ button,
or contact the Treasurer at
treasurer@liverycompanywales.cymru

PR COMMITTEE

Update from the Chair of PRC and Senior Court
Assistant. Welcome to the 15th issue of the WLB
which continues to receive very positive feedback from
both within the Livery and external readers. One
London Livery Clerk simply commented...”very
impressive” ! However, not to rest on our laurels, the
PRC continues to be active and busy. New additions
and updates continue to be work in progress and the
new Search facility makes the website easier to
manouvre .
The addition of the Directory in the Members Password
Protected area gives you access to your fellow
Liverymen’s contact details should you wish to contact
or reach out to them. You need to obtain a password
before you are allowed access and if you have not
already requested a password, please contact the
Assistant Clerk Angela Parry who will assist you to
obtain one.
All Livery communications are posted on the website so
please visit the website if you have missed any
publications, notifications or if you wish to check the
Livery Calendar so you don't miss some of the exciting
and interesting upcoming events.
The Social Media platforms which are on trial until
October’21, I am pleased to say is also performing well
and gaining traction.
The Welsh side of the website is attracting attention too
and is among the top 20 pages frequently visited on the
website. A big thank you to Y Tim Cymraeg (our Welsh

Page 6 of 20

Team) who are continuing to provide an excellent
translation service !

ASSOCIATIONS WITH LONDON LIVERY
COMPANIES
As a Member of the Worshipful Livery Company of
Arbitrators, I recently attended their Zoom Royal
Charter Supper Banquet. The evening began with a
recorded address by the Rt. Hon Lord Mayor of the
City of London, William Russell followed by
presentations from the Livery’s Affiliates. The Master
Margaret Bickford-Smith gave an excellent speech of
welcome and the Zoom supper banquet followed. Our
own Master, Dr Kathy Seddon was invited as a guest
and she was delighted to represent the WLCOW and
talk about our wonderful Livery Company at the
breakout session which was skillfully hosted by SW
Martyn Bradish
Through the kind invitation of PM Windsor Coles OBE
on behalf of the Worshipful Livery Company of
Engineers, I attended their Junior Warden, Sir
Michael Bear’s Zoom Lecture which was a fascinating
examination of the challenges of providing a modern fitfor-purpose built environment befitting a global
powerhouse within a medieval street pattern. This was
seen through the lens of the regeneration of the old
Spitalfields fruit and vegetable market site, which
created a new financial quarter in the City. During
supper in breakout rooms, I met the Master, Officers,
Liverymen and other guests. I didn’t have to raise
awareness of the WLCOW, as it is well known to the
Officers who are regular guests at our Installation
Banquets and events.

The Office of the Lord Mayor of the City of
London
The Master described in her letter, her very successful
virtual meeting with Rt Honorable Lord Mayor of the
City of London, William Russell. Much was agreed
about future interaction between our Company and the
Lord Mayors Office. Following this, I requested a
recorded virtual greeting from the Lord Mayor of the
City of London for our Zoom Installation Celebration
Supper on 3rd July. I am very pleased to say, his
Office accommodated my request and also approved
for it to be posted on our Social Media platforms; so
for those who missed it, they will be able to access it
via our platforms in due course. The Lord Mayor’s
warm introduction was well received, and he praised
the good work of our Company in Nurturing Welsh
Talent.
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
As the newly appointed Senior Court Assistant, I
have also taken on the role of Membership Secretary. I
have joined the Membership Committee and have been
working closely with the Chair Rosemary Solbe to

review and define the roles of the Membership
Secretary and the Membership Committee and see
how best we improve recruitment and retention of
membership. Our first joint project for the Master was to
draft a protocol to process overseas and website
membership applications which I am pleased to say
was approved by Court.
HONORARY LIVERYMEN
The Master working with the Membership Committee
also continued an initiative commenced by IPM Peter
Coleman to review all Honorary Liverymen
membership including Lord Lieutenants. The proposals
from the Membership Committee were all accepted by
Court. This prompted me to follow up with the Lord
Lieutenant of West Glamorgan, Mrs Louise Fleet,
and I am pleased to say that she has accepted the
invite and becomes the 4th Lord Lieutenant, Honorary
Liveryman. This review also afforded me the
opportunity to request the Lord Lieutenants to explain
why they accepted the invitation to become Hon.
Liverymen and what it means to be associated with the
WLCOW. Their comments form the basis of the article
below........
“IN THEIR OWN WORDS”
Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenants of the four counties
within South Wales acknowledge the good work of
the WLCoW by becoming Honorary Liverymen

Brigadier Robert Aitken CBE
HM Lord Lieutenant of Gwent

philanthropy throughout Wales; it is a very real pleasure
once again to be associated with an organisation with
such laudable aims.

Morfudd Meredith
HM Lord Lieutenant of
South Glamorgan

It is a great honour and privilege to become an
Honorary Liveryman of The Worshipful Livery Company
of Wales. I am delighted to follow in the footstep of my
predecessors, Captain Sir Norman Lloyd-Edwards, the
Founder Master of the Welsh Livery Company and Dr
Peter Beck who presented the Royal Charter to the
Company in Cardiff on the 7th June 2014, both of
whom continue to give freely of their time and support.
The Company has made wonderful progress with the
scholarships, bursaries and prizes granted to talented
young Welsh people. I hope to assist with the
promotion of the excellent work and aims of the
Company and to help find suitable candidates through
the many links with people and organisations I am
fortunate to meet through my work.
I look forward to joining you at future events and I send
my best wishes for the Company’s continued success
Professor Peter Vaughan, QPM,
CStJ,
HM Lord Lieutenant of Mid
Glamorgan

I am delighted once again to be an Honorary Liveryman
of the Worshipful Livery Company of Wales – once
again, because I was last invited to join the fold when I
was commanding the Army in Wales in the early
Noughties; and so it is a great joy to have been invited
back. Thank you very much for including me, and for
the lovely warm welcome so many of you gave my wife
and me when we were at the Livery’s 2019 Installation
Banquet at Howells School. Over the years, I have
seen at first hand the impact of your generosity and
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I have for many years been hugely impressed with
the work of the WLCOW and will be forever grateful
for the recognition that the WLCOW gave to officers
and staff of my previous organisation. For many
years the WLCOW supported the endeavours of
South Wales Police and became an integral part of
our annual awards ceremony paying particular tribute
to community endeavours that made a positive
difference.

TWENTY YEARS SINCE PRINCE CHARLES
BECAME AN HONORARY ROYAL FREEMEN
OF THE WLCoW

It is a great honour to have been asked to become
an Honorary Liveryman and look forward to a
continued close association with the organisation.

Mrs Louise Fleet, CStJ, JP
Lord Lieutenant of West
Glamorgan

Twenty years ago, on 23rd July 2001, HRH The Prince
of Wales was installed as an Honorary Royal Freeman
of the Welsh Livery Guild. Captain Sir Norman LloydEdwards, our first Master, was then Lord-Lieutenant of
South Glamorgan and the ceremony took place in the
garden of his home in Llandaff in between other
engagements the Prince was attending that day.

I very much admire the aims of the WLCOW to
support talented young people in Wales by
providing financial assistance to nurture their
potential and by giving recognition to those who
are already achieving success as they pursue
their careers. Investing in young peoples’
futures is fundamental to the success of the
country. I am delighted that I will be able to
support the work WLCOW.
It is a great honour and a privilege to become
an Honorary Liveryman and I look forward to a
long and happy association with the Company,
to attending future events and to meeting my
fellow Liverymen.
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The Prince was installed by the then Master, Mr Garth
James, accompanied by the Deputy Master, Colonel
David Cox, the Senior Warden, Mrs Molly Owen, the
Junior Warden, Mr Bryan Marsh, and the Clerk Dr
Claude Evans. He was presented with his Badge of
Office and Deed of Appointment and he signed the
Guild’s Visitors’ Book.
In accepting the Freemanship, the Prince expressed his
regret that the Ceremony could not have been held at
his home, Highgrove, on account of the foot mouth
disease in farm animals prevalent at the time.
However, in July 2004 Liverymen of the Guild along
with members of the Cardiff Business Club were jointly
invited to lunch and a tour of the gardens at Highgrove.
Since then, Masters, Wardens and Clerks of the
Company have been regularly invited to the Receptions
the Prince holds annually at his home in Wales,
Llwynwermod, near Llandovery. And the association
continues. With funding from the Silver Jubilee Appeal
it has been decided to enter into a partnership with the
Prince’s Trust Cymru which supports thousands of
young people annually in Wales through a combination
of self-development, mentor support and financial
assistance.

CONGRATULATIONS
TO AGNES XAVIER-PHILLIPS AND NIGEL
PHILLIPS ON THEIR PEARL WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY
Agnes and Nigel got married on 4th June 1991, at the
One & Only Saint Geran, Mauritius.

Castle and who could claim to have a castle and a
moat at the bottom of their garden?
It would not be a celebration if champagne was
not included and taste buds were tantalised with a
“Taste of Asia – Pearl Celebration” with dishes served
over several hours!
Their celebrations started on the 4th of June and they
intend to continue to celebrate throughout the year - not
that they need an excuse to celebrate !!

WELCOME TO A NEW LIVERYMAN

Angela Parry MBE, our Assistant Clerk for almost 5
years, was accepted as a Liveryman at the Court
Meeting in April 2021. She is delighted to be accepted
into a Company dedicated to help young people in
Wales develop their talents and skills. Angela is already
firmly enmeshed in the Company and is Secretary to
the Membership Committee and the PR Committee.

Celebrations at Bryncenydd House

SAVE THE DATE
Thursday 29th July - Talking Heads at the earlier time
of 7:00pm – Group Captain Andrew Turk DFC, ADC, MA
in conversation with PM Wing Commander Graeme
Morgan CEng, DL
Sunday 1st August – Installation Celebration Banquet
Friday 20th August - Caernarfon Castle and Saturday
21st August - Garden Party at Rosemary and John
Solbé’s Garden
Sunday 12th September to Tuesday 14th September
Away visit to Belfast – BOOK NOW!
To access WLCoW Calender – see link below
https://liverycompanywales.cymru/calendararchive2018-2021.html
DONATE JUST GIVING
The WLCoW is pleased to receive donations through
JUST GIVING on the website – Click the “Donate” button
on the menu bar. Alternatively you can contact the
Treasurer at treasurer@liverycompanywales.cymru
.EDITORIAL TEAM

They celebrated their 30th Wedding Anniversary in
style, as they did at their wedding in Mauritius.
The festivities
took
place
in
the
gardens
of Bryncenydd House against a backdrop of Caerphilly
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If you have any articles you wish to be included in
future editions of the WLB please contact Agnes
Xavier-Phillips JP DL LLB (Hons), (PRC Chair) and
Angela Parry MBE (Assistant Clerk), who compile the
WLB based on contributions/ articles received.

FIRST LIVE WLCOW EVENT OF 2021 – AFTERNOON TEA AT USK CASTLE

The Master Dr. Kathy Seddon welcomed Liverymen and distinguished guests to WLCOW’S inaugural face-to-face
event of the year, Afternoon Tea at Usk Castle on Sunday 13th June and we were blessed with glorious weather.

Although numbers were restricted to 50 for this occasion, it was a sell-out for those lucky enough to enjoy the
delicious sandwiches, homemade cakes and the Master's Cambridge cocktail in the beautifully renovated
surroundings of Usk castle and gardens.

It was hosted by the Castle Custodian Rosie Humphries, who provided the facilities gratis, she regaled us with
stories about the illustrious history of the place which features prominently in Welsh history. On this site Welsh
hero Owain Glyndwr fought in a very famous and bloody battle and so it remains a key monument to Welsh
history.
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However, on this occasion the entertainment was far more sublime as guests were enthralled by the tenor
saxophone played by Alexandre Vincent a student of the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama who played a
mix of Bach, Gershwin and Jazz. Alex who is just 20 and very passionate about his instrument comes from
Versailles and confessed later it was his first ever paid gig.

It was an enchanting experience for all who attended, it being the first occasion for 15 months that WLCoW
members have been able to meet in person and judging by the hubbub of conversation all afternoon it was very
special for everyone to catch up again.
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Distinguished guests included Hon. Liveryman, the Lord Lieutenant of Gwent, Brigadier Robert Aitken CBE and
his wife Joanna.
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The Master opened and closed the proceedings with a warm welcome and very generous thanks to all who had
contributed to making the event happen and hoped it would be the start of many more in the coming year.
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CELEBRATING TEN YEARS OF TRAVEL BURSARY AWARDS

In 2021, journalism students at Cardiff University are proud to continue the decade-long relationship with WLCoW.
When the pandemic hit in March 2020, the annual travel bursary award for journalism students at Cardiff University’s
School of Journalism, Media & Culture looked like it might also be side-lined by the fallout of the virus.
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This was a really important event and for the three prize winners in 2021, it was the first ‘virtual’, Award Ceremony for
journalism students at Cardiff University who are proud to continue the decade-long relationship with WLCoW.
When the pandemic hit in March 2020, the annual travel bursary award for journalism students at Cardiff University’s
School of Journalism, Media & Culture looked like it might also be side-lined by the fallout of the virus.
For all previous nine years, the £1,000 award had gone to intrepid trainee journalists who used the money to jet off to
places such as Israel, Hong Kong and Birmingham, Alabama, to shed light on media restrictions and clampdowns,
mental health, Amish community radio and the rise of soccer, among many other varied subjects.
So, when the coronavirus put a stop to all international travel and borders were closed last year, the travel bursary too
was grounded. For a while at least. Thanks to some quick thinking and support from bursary guardians Andrew Board
and Agnes Xavier-Phillips, the award was able to pivot to reflect the times.
For the first time in the award’s history, a journalism student used the funds to travel right here in the UK, in fact, in our
own glorious back garden – Wales! The bursary financed a socially distanced, solo-travel road trip by campervan to
explore and report on The Wales Way, three self-drive touring routes across Wales which take in the best experiences
of the country from coast to mountain peak.
The winner of the award, Chelsea Davies, aspires to be a travel writer. Her ambition was to experience every inch of

the journey in real time, and report back on it via engaging and colourful longform storytelling. In 2021, the award will be
competed for again, for a tenth time. Whether the winning topic will see someone fly off to a destination overseas or
stay closer to home, time will tell. We will continue to follow Welsh Government guidelines and safety protocols.
But if the pandemic has taught us anything, it’s that we are all more closely connected to the rest of the world than
before. And whether pointing an enquiring lens at subjects close to home or far away, there are important and
wonderful stories to be told.
Journalism Master’s students at Cardiff University know better than most how to follow a compelling story during these
strange times. We can expect the lucky recipient of this year’s bursary will use the money to further their expertise as
reporters of the future. Thank you to the Worshipful Livery Company of Wales for continuing to support this opportunity
for the next gen.
By Jane Bentley, Course Director, Magazine Journalism, Cardiff University
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First Virtual Presentation of 2020 Travel
Awards

WLCOW “TALKING HEADS” HAROLD BURROWS WITH ANDREW
RICHARDS THURSDAY 13th MAY 2021

hidden in a hawthorn bush. The search had missed
her because she was told not to speak to strangers,
but she trusted Kim. The girl took the dog’s lead and
Kim led them to safety
his search dog and went to look for the little girl. Kim his
collie rescue dog looked for her scent and found her
Andrew then asked about Harold’s daughter in Malta
and his knowledge of the Island. Harold explained that
his daughter, although based in Malta, works for the
federal court in Sydney Australia and that she was very
good with computers. She has recently been offered an
eight-month contract with the World Bank – to look at
the slave trade and how it can be traced back.

The Master, Dr Kathy Seddon, introduced the
conversationalist for the evening, Liveryman Harold
Burrows, MBE CF, was in conversation with Liveryman
Andrew Richards, BSc (Ag) JP DL, who is the Chair of
our North Wales Committee.
Andrew welcomed Harold noting that it was his love of
the outdoor environment and his interest in helping
young people that are at the very centre of his career
decisions.
Did it all begin at the Great Orme asked Andrew?
Harold answered that he was born and brought up on
the Great Orme. He belonged to the Llandudno Canoe
and Mountaineering Club. They built their own canoes
out of lath and canvas in the winter months; and on
Sundays, once month, they went to the hills. In summer
it was all about canoeing around the Great Orme –
“great fun!” observed Harold. The Great Orme was also
the scene of some early mountain rescues that he was
involved in. Spring visitors who stepped over the wall
on the Marine Drive found it steep and damp on the
slope. They often slipped, causing call outs.
Andrew then asked more about this first mountain
rescue group. Harold explained that he was underage
at 17 (for insurance you had to be 18) when he began.
As they parked the mountain rescue vehicle, with the kit
in it, at the police station, he was under strict orders to
‘act dumb’, say nothing and pass police questions to
the Leader!
Harold later joined the Morlais mountain rescue team
(now Central Beacons) after a move to South Wales.
He told us about a family of four who picnicked on the
Sugar Loaf and then went blackberrying. Their little girl
disappeared. Harold joined the search, after work, with
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Turning to Harold’s youth work, Andrew asked him
what were some of his memories? Harold described his
work with the Merseyside Youth Association on the
Wirral with children from Liverpool. On one occasion
four young boys had all the details of where to camp
and set off - but they didn’t turn up at the camp site.
They had instead set up camp on the 19th tee of the
Hoylake Golf Club, on a lovely flat patch of grass.
Harold quickly moved them!
Andrew then asked about Harold’s work with the
London Federation of Boys Clubs and Outward Bound.
Harold explained that this was often a wonderful
experience and he remembered talking to children
about their first sight of stars. He also remembered,
less fondly, the dehydrated meals with peas that were
always like bullets. Harold went on to describe working
in Rhowniar, North Wales, which was the only all girls
Outward Bound School. Harold looked after canoeing
for mixed groups and he ensured that the girls built
their confidence. Harold had five happy years there
living on the Rhowniar Estate.
After this Harold had a career change and Andrew
asked him to tell us about this. Harold explained that he
still wanted to help people and, after considering the
Police and Fire Services, he settled on a career in the
Ambulance Service. Training was at Bridgend, and he
was then stationed in Chepstow, then Abergavenny.
John Davies the consultant at the Royal Gwent gave
the crews extra medical training - in exchange for CPR
training for new doctors. It was though, a slow
beginning for the paramedics with some hiccups about
acceptance. Then there was a big push in training and
much change.
Andrew asked about Harold’s next move to be Regional
Staff Officer in North Wales. Harold described it as
coming back to ‘the Big Hills’. Andrew asked him what
was involved in the new role as he believed special
projects and emergency planning were part of it - and
that it led to an MBE. Harold told us how he had

produced a plan for people in the service to develop
skills to look at everything from road traffic accidents up
to major disasters. His MBE, for this work, was a great
surprise. The presentation was a wonderful event. It
was in 2002, in the Queen’s Silver Jubilee year. Harold
went to Cardiff Castle, on St David’s Day, for the
investiture by the Prince of Wales.
The next key area that Andrew asked Harold about was
his work with search and rescue dogs. Harold
explained that it began when he was working in the
mountain rescue team in Merthyr. On a training week
in Scotland, they hid three people in snow holes. He
estimated the rescue would take 4/5 hours using 25
people. The dogs went out and found all three in half an
hour! Kim was his first search dog and Harold trained
her with the help of the Search and Rescue Dog
Association Wales (SARDA Wales)

rescue teams and Harold explained that conditions in a
search often involve poor weather - which suits the
dogs. Harold, however, now likes to sit in the warm
Control Vehicle supervising.
Past Master Geoff Hughes thanked Andrew for his
skillful questioning. Geoff picked out the major themes
of taking young people into the countryside giving them
confidence and saving lives. Geoff thought the
lifesaving voluntary work that Harold has done was
outstanding. A toast and warm applause concluded an
excellent evening.

Andrew then went on to ask about Lockerbie. Harold
responded that his first search was in Merthyr and his
second was Lockerbie, which Harold agreed was very
traumatic. He remembered that in the kitchen of one
house the crockery was in the washing machine
because the cupboards had been vapourised. The
rescue team worked alternately in the crater and on the
mountain, and the whole team stayed together, in the
gymnasium, for support.
The next question from Andrew was about Harold’s
Churchill Fellowship and Harold described his journey
from Virginia, across America to the West Coast, to
learn about how search dogs were trained. Harold
described the spectrum from really good trainers to
“wanabees” who didn’t do a good job. He still keeps in
touch with colleagues there. This led to his writing
themanual, as a founder member and Chairman of the
National Search and Rescue Dog Association
(NSARDA) for the UK and Ireland. The manual set the
standards for how to work on a call out. He has worked
in mountain and in urban settings, finding people of all
ages. The dogs would pick up the scent of the person
who was lost and go to its source. The dogs would
return and bark at Harold to indicate the find, run back
to the person and run between both the handler and
casualty until all were together. The dog would then be
rewarded with a game. Whilst Harold was rewarding
the dog, he would be explaining to the casualty that he
would be with them soon. Then he radioed his location
to the Mountain Rescue team asking them to bring any
specialist first aid equipment with them.
Talking about Harold’s international work, Andrew
noted that in Malta Harold had helped set up an Urban
Search and Rescue dog group and thus received an
Award. This was just part of Harold’s wide experience
across Britain and Internationally. Finally, Andrew told
us that Harold is now President and Chairman of
SARDA Wales. He asked if Harold still works with
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Talking Heads with Harold Burrows in conversation
with Andrew Richards

WLCOW “TALKING HEADS” – SIMON HOLT
WITH IVOR CHESTNUTT THURSDAY 17TH
JUNE 2021
The 10th in our series of Talking Heads was held on 17
June 2021 with Court Assistant, Squadron Leader
Simon Holt MBE MA MB BChir FRCS, Consultant
Surgeon and Chairman of the Charitable Events
committee, being interviewed by Liveryman Professor
Ivor Chestnut, PhD
Simon started by apologising for his complete lack of
“Woke” credentials admitting that he was white,
heterosexual, male, a baby-boomer, ex-colonial,
educated at a public school and elite university, exmilitary, a highly qualified high earner and, as an
ultimate condemnation, he had never claimed any sort
of benefits any time in his life.
He started by confessing that he was born in Blantyre,
Malawi or Nyasaland as it was then. To emphasize his
colonial past Simon noted Blantyre was named by
David Livingstone after his birthplace, Blantyre,
Lanarkshire. However, he soon moved to Zomba, the
administrative capital of Nyasaland and at the foot of

the 6,000 ft Zomba Mountain which provided a cool
retreat from the heat of the plains.
Simon reflected on his near idyllic upbringing with
camping holidays by Lake Nyasa but highlighted some
of the hazards and inconveniences of living in Africa
such as the mosquitos, poisonous snakes and dreaded
hyenas. He admitted that they had 3 house servants
and that he was unaware of what a cupboard was for
until he visited his grandmother’s house in Croydon.

success was as result of the extraordinary generosity of
the people of Dyfed giving money to the Breast Centre
Charity.
He met his second wife, Xixi, in Hong Kong and now
has two more children keeping him busy.
Simon finished by describing his experiences with glass
bridges in China and the scariest speaking
engagements he had endured.

At the age of 10 he was sent back to boarding school in
Sussex as there was no secondary schooling available
in Malawi. He described the total contrast of a
traditional prep school education, complete with frozen
sinks, beatings for not learning your Latin vocab and a
diet supplemented by chestnuts scavenged from the
school grounds. At the age of 13, he scraped a pass
into Ardingly College in Haywards Heath and eventually
succeeded, against expectation particularly of his Latin
master, to pass all 12 of his O-levels. His education
took a significant turn for the better once he started to
do A-levels in the subjects he enjoyed and he
succeeded in gaining a place at King’s College,
Cambridge to study medicine.
Simon admitted that his inspiration for becoming a
military surgeon was not a wish to serve humanity as
stated in his entrance interview but “MASH” and in
particular Hawkeye Pierce. At Cambridge he embraced
the many social activities available and became captain
of the college rowing team. He won a senior
scholarship in medicine and went on to do the clinical
part of his medical training in University College
Hospital, London returning to Cambridge to graduate
with a distinction in surgery.
Having joined the RAF his first posting was as a
General Practitioner at RAF Benson, Oxfordshire and
then as a Senior House Officer in surgery at Nocton
Hall Hospital in Lincolnshire followed by a posting to
Wegberg in Germany as a registrar. He some of the
perks of being in the RAF such as being offered a free
holiday skiing (but with the catch that you were
expected to climb up the hills first before skiing down).
He completed his surgical training and took up the post
of Consultant Surgeon on the Cade Oncology Unit at
RAF Hospital Halton before leaving the RAF after 16
years’ service to move to Llanelli as a Consultant
General Surgeon in 1990.

Talking Heads with Simon Holt in conversation
with Ivor Chestnutt

He described the difficult loss of his wife Kim to cancer
and how this led to his decision to specialize in breast
cancer and how, in turn, this inspired the development
of a new Peony Breast Cancer Centre at the Prince
Philip Hospital and to the establishment a very
successful research team specializing in gene
expression analysis, intra-operative node analysis and
three-dimensional mammography. Much of this

Page 20 of 20
©WLCoW

